Introduced by the Council President at the request of the Mayor: 

ORDINANCE 2017-62
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO APPROVE CURRENT AND FUTURE MAINTENANCE EXPENDITURE REQUESTS FROM FDEP FOR FUNDS IN THE STATE OF FLORIDA INTERNAL IMPROVEMENT TRUST FUND FOR SHORELINE STABILIZATION REPAIRS AND MAINTENANCE OF THE GEORGE CRADY BRIDGE FISHING PIER STATE PARK; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) constructed a new bridge over the Nassau River, which is the boundary line between Nassau County and the City of Jacksonville (City); and


WHEREAS, the City, the Florida Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP), and Nassau County requested that FDOT leave the old bridge over the Nassau River and its approaches to allow the old bridge to be used as a public recreation facility, now known as the George Crady Bridge Fishing Pier State Park; and


WHEREAS, in anticipation of FDOT’s transfer of ownership of the old bridge to the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund of the State of Florida (the “Trustees”) for the use and benefit of the City, FDOT, at its own expense, maintained the old bridge, including structural repairs and repainting, constructed improvements such as placing barricades to prevent vehicular access to the old bridge, designed and constructed the expansion of the former parking areas at each end of the bridge to accommodate an additional 100 cars, constructed a restroom facility, together with associated well and septic system, at the south end of the bridge, and installed bicycle and service accesses and traffic control and safety devices for the public recreation facility; and


WHEREAS, upon completion of the improvements, FDEP assumed responsibility for management of the old bridge and released improvements on behalf of the Trustees and for administering the facilities and operating the same for public recreational purposes under the state park system; and 
WHEREAS, Resolution 2000-121-A authorized the Mayor of Jacksonville to enter into an agreement with FDOT, FDEP, and Nassau County for the operation and maintenance of George Crady Bridge Fishing Pier State Park but failed to identify authority to approve maintenance expenditure requests from FDEP; and

WHEREAS, recent high tides and storms have eroded areas along the Nassau Sound shoreline and portions of the roadway connecting Sawpit Creek Bridge and George Crady Bridge are in danger of collapse; and  


WHEREAS, based on maintenance recommendations by FDOT, FDEP has requested approval to expend the remaining current balance in the State of Florida Internal Improvement Trust Fund (the “Trust Fund”), which receives annual contributions from Duval and Nassau Counties for emergency shoreline stabilization repairs along Sawpit Island; and 


WHEREAS, an ordinance is required to authorize the Mayor or his designee to approve the expenditure of the current balance of the Trust Fund account by FDEP and future expenditure requests as needed by FDEP for maintenance repairs; now therefore


BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

Authorizing the Mayor to approve current and future expenditures by FDEP.  The Council hereby authorizes the Mayor, or his designee, to approve current and future maintenance expenditure requests from FDEP for funds in the Trust Fund for shoreline stabilization repairs and maintenance of the George Crady Bridge Fishing Pier State Park.  

Section 2.

Effective Date.

This ordinance shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.
Form Approved:
   /S/   James R. McCain, Jr.
Office of General Counsel

Legislation prepared by:
James R. McCain, Jr.
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